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(Readings Revised, Lesson 6 X 1)

Proverbs and sayings in many languages
express the view that women are always talk-
ing:

Women’s tongues ave like lamb’s tails — they
are never still. — English

The North Sea will sooner be found wanting in
water than a woman at a loss for words.

— Jutlandic

The women with active hands and feet, marry
her, but the woman with overactive mouth, leave
her alone. — Maori

When three women get together, they always
prattle. — Japanese

Despite the widespread belief that women



talk more than men, most of the available
evidence suggests just the opposite. When
women and men are together, it is the men who
talk more. Two Canadian researchers, Debor-
ah James and Janice Drakich, reviewed 63
studies which examined the amount of talking
by American women and men in different con-
texts. Women talked more than men in only
two studies.

In New Zealand, too, research suggests that
men generally dominate the talking time.
Margaret Franken compared the amount of
talk used by a female and a male “expert”
assisting a female TV host to interview well-
known public figures. In situations where each
of the three was entitled to a third of the talk-
ing time, the man took more than half on every
occasion.

So we may conclude that the stereotype of
the talkative woman reflects sexist prejudice
rather than objective reality.
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