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Lesson 6

Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank partnership,
founded and led by the UK’s Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew is celebrating collecting, banking
and conserving 109 of the world’s wild plant
species by banking its 24,200th species — a
pink, wild banana from China which is an
important staple for wild Asian elephants. It is
also a crop wild relative that is a valuable
genetic resource for breeding new varieties of
banana with disease resistance to ensure the
continued cultivation of bananas in the future.
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The 109 target was set in 2000 when Kew’s
Millennium Seed Bank partnership was formed
— and while this accomplishment is being cele-
brated today, a new target looms — collecting
and banking a quarter of the world’s plants by
2020.
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The next phase of Kew’s Millennium Seed
Bank partnership will run from 2010 to 2020
and will focus on threats to human wellbeing —
food security, sustainable energy, loss of
biodiversity and climate change — by safeguar-

ding wild plant diversity and enabling its use.
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Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank partnership will
continue to focus on those parts of the world
which are home to some of the world’s poorest
people and where plant diversity is tightly
bound to people’s livelihoods. It will also con-
tinue to work with mega-diverse countries such
as Madagascar, South Africa, Mexico and
China. Collection projects will prioritise species
from alpine, dryland, coastal and island eco-
systems, which research show, are most vulner-
able to climate change.
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